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Welcome to Lake Columbia 

          Welcome to our lake!  Lake Columbia is a private, member-owned, man-made lake that  

        began in 1961.  We are funded by membership dues and governed by By-laws and  

      Deeded Restrictions.  In your New Owner Welcome Packet you will find all the information you    

   need as a property owner.  If there is an area that you have questions about or you did not find an 

answer within this packet, call or email the office as the staff is always happy to assist in every way  

possible.  Below is a checklist of items to provide the LCPOA office either in person or email. 
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New Owner Checklist: 

• Fill out Change of Ownership form.  Request form from the office or available on our website. 

• Copy of Deed 

• Copy of current Vehicle registration(s) &/or Watercraft registration(s) to receive decals for 

       use of parks and water 

• Ramp key access form to fill out and sign, $25 fee.  Contact office to complete this task. 

• Sign up for the Columbian Splash notifications.  Please provide the office with your  

       email &/or phone number (owner information kept confidential). 

• Request to join our Facebook group: 

       Lake Columbia Property Owners Association (official) 
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Beautiful Lake Columbia . . . 
                       . . . was born in 1961.  After an intensive study of the area, the  
                        farmland that is now known as Lake Columbia was purchased.   
    Construction on the 950' long and 35' high dam began in July.  Followed in the fall by 
large clearing crews who worked to clear the wooded portions of land in the lake basin.  
 

On November 10, 1961, flooding of the old farmland began and formed our wonderful lake.  
The overall development is 1600 acres with a water area of 840 acres.  The shoreline is 12 
miles and the average depth is 18 feet.  The length of the lake is 2 ½ miles with the width at 
the widest point being 1 ¾ miles.  The water source is Goose Creek, which originates in the 
Bundy Hill area.  The funds required to maintain our lake, parks, ramps, facilities and more 
are collected yearly from all Lake Columbia property owners.   
 

Our lake has 17 maintained parks.  Most of them have swimming areas and 8 of the parks 
have bathhouses.  There are 9 locked boat ramps that are accessible with a key. 
 

There are over 2200 platted lots in 14 shores and over 1300 homes with new ones being 
built often.  Individual platted maps of each shore are available on our website or a paper 
copy is available in the office for $3. 
 

The Lake Columbia Property Owners Association was developed and then incorporated on 
September 3, 1965.  Nine elected volunteers make up the Board of Directors who oversee 
the daily operations of the Association.  The Directors are assisted by a General Manager, 
office staff, and volunteers.  To this day, the ever-present essence of our lake draws people 
from all around to come reside, own a vacation home, or own vacant property on  

        beautiful Lake Columbia. 
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About Our Lake 
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WATER QUALITY AND TREATMENT 

ISLANDS 

Water quality is the highest importance of our lake, community, and Association.  The Board hired 

Restorative Lake Sciences who completed a 92 page report about our lake and made 

recommendations for a healthy lake.  Also, our lake is treated for exotic invasive weeds each year. 

We do not treat native weeds due to several advantages they bring our lake and wildlife habitats.  

Visit our Website for full information on reports, water quality, watershed and weed treatment. 

Stump Bay is located back in the bay of Camelot Ct. and Nottingham Dr.  When the land was cleared and 

filling in with water the trees were cut but the stumps remained.  This is a very beautiful and serene bay 

and owners learn to navigate their way around the stumps.   

STUMP BAY 

The dam on Lake Columbia was constructed in July of 1961 in order to stop the flow of Goose Creek. The 

earthen portion of the dam is L-shaped with the size being 950 feet long and 35 feet high.  The head of  

water is 28 feet.  The lake has a primary inflow from Goose Creek and a primary outflow from Goose Creek 

that flows over the dam.  Goose Creek mainly flows from northeast and flows into the Raisin River.  The  

Raisin River connects Lake Columbia, Clark Lake, Vineyard Lake and Norvell Lake together by way of Goose 

Creek. The drainage area of Lake Columbia is 25,000 sq. acres which drains from Jackson County and  

Hillsdale County, Michigan.   Each month the earthen dam and spillway is inspected for water levels,  

vegetation and varmints.  Every 5 years a state required professional inspection is done along with  

recommendation maintenance.  

Our lake has 2 islands.  The top picture is the main island that was much larger,  

so a seawall was built to stop the erosion.  The island is not owned by the  

Association but we have a lease that allows us to use it.  During the summer many 

owners flock to the island to socialize, swim and use the sandbar, and bands play  

at the island a few times a year.  The  island is also used to launch the fireworks display.  For 

the enjoyment of all members please help keep the island clean and take your trash home.  

The bottom island picture is more for the use of wildlife and is located in  

Stump Bay.  

DAM 



Special Member Meetings may be held from time to 

time that may have time sensitive information or  

membership votes.  Members will be notified via mail 30 

days prior to any such meeting. 

Visit us on Facebook and  

request to join! Open to LCPOA  

members only. Our group name is 

“Lake Columbia Property Owners  

Association (official)”.  You can 

watch the monthly meetings live or 

watch the recorded video at your  

convenience.  

Ways to be Connected and Informed  

Everything about Lake Columbia is on our  

Website:  Water quality information and reports, 

Parks, Maps, Membership Info, Trash, By-laws, 

Deeded Restrictions, Calendar of Events, Minutes 

and more! LakeColumbia.net 

Visit our Website! 

Sign up for the Lake’s Email  

notifications “Columbian Splash”.  Receive important  

up-to-date lake, office, park, activities, etc. information. 

Email LCPOA@comcast.net or call 517-592-2361 with your 

email address and name.  In the future, text notifications 

may be an option.  Please also provide your phone number if 

you would like to join for this option. 

Personal information is confidential, never shared without permission. 

Monthly Board meetings are the 4th Monday of 

each month, 7:00pm at the Clark Lake Golf Course, 

5535 Wesch Rd., Brooklyn.  Agenda is available on 

our website and Facebook prior to the meeting.  

There is a 15 minute Hearing of the Members in the 

beginning and end of the meetings. 

No monthly meeting in May or December. 

Meetings are open to members only and who are in  

good standing to attend and vote at any meeting. 

MEETINGS 

The Columbian is the Lake’s newsletter that is 

published 4 times a year.  In the spring and 

winter it is mailed.  In the summer and fall it is 

an electronic newsletter that is published to 

our website only.  Current year newsletters 

are available on our Website.  Our newsletters 

are fun and informative! 
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Special Member Meetings 

Our Annual Meeting is held the 3rd Sunday in May each 

year, 1:00pm at the Columbia Central High School,  

11775 Hewitt Rd., Brooklyn.  Important information and 

issues are brought before the membership.  Each year 3 

shore director positions are up for election and voted on 

by the members of each respective shore. 



Membership Dues, Benefits and Services 

2025 Membership Dues are $448 and $40 for each secondary lot owned, payable by April 1.  If more than 

one home is owned, then all lots with homes are charged full dues.  The dues may increase each year  

according to the Midwest CPI in which the Board determines the increase on a yearly basis. 
 

If member dues are not paid by May 1, 7% interest and a $25 late fee per month is charged until dues are 

paid in full.  If not paid by August 1, all past due accounts are turned over to our attorney for collections in 

which more fees are incurred. 

Please note: Beginning 2024, a  $225 per year 5-Year Special Assessment (2024-2028) was voted upon and 

passed by the membership at the 2024 Annual meeting.  

DUES 

BENEFITS 

SERVICES 

• Private use of Lake 

• 17 Parks: 13 with play equipment, 9 Boat Ramps (key access), 8 Bathhouse buildings, 2 pavilions 
(Southern Shores Park and Castlewood Park).  Bathhouses and Parks are maintained by LCPOA. 

• Fireworks at the Main Island. 

• Community Activities:  Summer Kick-off party, Annual Picnic and Movie Night in the Park, Annual 
Garage Sale, Craft Shows, Fishing Tournaments, Food Trucks at various parks and more! 

• Trash Collection includes household trash, recycling, yard waste, Christmas tree pick-up, and 

       Spring clean-up.  LRS (refuse company) handles complaints and special bulk item pick-ups.  Cost is  

       $25 per item, paid to and directly handled by LRS. 

• Weed Control and Water Quality Improvement  

• Fish Stocking 

• Goose Control  

• Boaters Safety Class 

• Office – White Glove Member Service, pay dues, receive decals, lost and found, apparel, swag,  

       bulletin boards for business cards and lots for sale, plus more!  

Page 5 



Page  6 

COMMUNITY and OTHER INFORMATION 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

DONATIONS  

Board of Directors 

Our Association is guided by 9 elected Board of Directors.  Occasionally to fill a vacancy temporarily, the 

Board will appoint a Board Member.  The Board has 4 officers (President, Vice President, Treasurer,  

Secretary) who are elected each year by the Board at the Annual Meeting.  Each Board Member is an  

owner in good standing and each represent all the shores of our Association.  Directors have other  

duties assisting on one or more committees or other areas as needed.  Directors are elected for a 3 year 

term.  Each year at the Annual Meeting, 3 Board Members are up for election for their represented shores.  

Committees 

There are several committees in which you may serve.  Any volunteer time is appreciated and welcomed.  

Some important committees are Watershed & Water Quality, Finance, Security, Activities, and Fish.  For a 

full list of committees and more information on ways to help please contact the Lake office. 

LAKE OFFICE INFORMATION 

The office staff consists of a General Manager and 2 

office assistants.  The office is the hub, your main 

source  to obtain current and accurate information.  

The office believes in white glove service from  

obtaining decals and ramp keys to paying your dues 

and everything else in between.   Please always feel 

free to stop in to introduce yourself, visit, ask  

questions or share information.   We are open  

year-round and at your service.   Please check our 

Website for special or holiday hours. 

 

Donations are accepted to enhance our Fireworks Show, Lake Activities and Fish Stocking and are greatly  

appreciated.  Our annual budget allows for all these wonderful programs but, donations  

are welcomed to provide even more fun!  Go to our Website to find out more, or call  

the Lake Office for more information or to give. 



Rules, Regulations, Policies 

         Use of parks, ramps and water is for LPOCA members only who are in  

good standing.  A vehicle decal is required for parking at all parks.  A watercraft decal is  

required to use the ramps and lake.  The following are required to obtain decals: 

Vehicle — Copy of current registration.  Must be in member’s name. 

Watercraft — Copy of current registration.  Must be in member’s name. 

Guest parking in parks — Temporary pass available, member must obtain. 

Ramp Key — Must have watercraft decal and fill out form, $25 deposit. 
 

                        Full Vehicle, Watercraft, Ramp Key, and Guest Parking Policies  

are available on the LCPOA Website. 

Park and Water Use 
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Building Control — BCC 
The Building Control Committee (BCC) has authority with the oversight of the  

LCPOA Board over construction of houses, additions, foundations, garages,  

decks, fences, docks, and seawalls.   Plans must be submitted to the Lake office 

prior to submittal to Columbia Township.  Fees vary depending on the type of  

construction.  Full  information available on our website or by contacting the Lake Office. 

Rentals 

By-Laws and Recorded Deeded Restrictions. 
Our Association is governed by By-Laws and Deeded Restrictions.  Please familiarize yourself with both.  The 

restrictions are provided in this packet.  For full Deeded Restrictions for each individual shore, please con-

tact the Lake Office.  The full By-Laws are provided on our website.    

Home rentals are allowed for periods of 6 months or longer (pending updated policy).  No short term rentals 

are allowed.  Owners must provide rental agreement and fill out form (contact Lake Office).  Renters may  

receive lake rights in lieu of owner.  Renter’s vehicle / watercraft registration(s) and drivers license must  

match lake home address.  For further information contact the Lake Office.  Rental of docks is not allowed. 

Complaints (violations of restrictions) or Comments 
To receive a complaint form, visit our Website or contact the Lake Office.  The office only handles complaints  

regarding our Associations rules, regulations and deeded restrictions.  
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Fun Area Facts 

Columbia Police  
517-592-3122 
8500 Jefferson Rd., Brooklyn 
 

Columbia Fire Dept.  
517-592-8654 
8500 Jefferson Rd., Brooklyn 
 

Columbia Township  
517-592-2000 
8500 Jefferson Rd., Brooklyn 
Taxes, permits, sewer & grinder,  
ordinances, special tax assessments, etc. 
 

Sewer Emergency 
517-592-2727 
 

Jackson County Road Commission 
517-788-4230 
The roads around the lake are not private,  
they are county owned and maintained 
(potholes, snowplowing, etc.). 
 

Sheriff, Jackson County 
517-768-7900 
 

DNR 
517-284-6000 
 

EGLE Environment Great Lake & Energy 
517-780-7690 
Jackson Office 
 

Wildlife Disease Laboratory 
517-336-5030 
Report sick, dead, or dying wildlife  
 

Jackson County Animal Control 
517-788-4464 
 

Consumers Energy 
800-477-5050 
Electric & Gas  

 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS & misc. 

Hydrant Locations on Lake Columbia 
There are 8 Dry Hydrant locations around the lake: 

Wesch Court, Castlewood Park, Big Bedford  

(East) Park, Little Bedford (West) Park,  

Archwood Lane, Karen Court Park, Hilltop Court 

Park and Hawthorne (Waverly) Park.  

The new ISO rating for the township is a 5/5Y. 

This is the new classification from the old 5/8B. 

These numbers are what insurance companies  

use to apply and figure in the cost of insuring in  

a geographic location.  It is a lengthy process.  

You should contact your insurance company  

with this new rating so they can determine if you 

are eligible for a rate reduction.  Call Columbia 

Township Fire Department regarding the parking 

distance from a fire hydrant. 

• We’re located in the Irish Hills 

• There are 52 lakes within the Irish Hills 

• Home of Michigan International Speedway  

       and Faster Horses. 

• Village of Brooklyn is fun for shopping,  

       dining and playing at the park. 

• Plenty of Golf Courses close by for the  

       lovers of golf! 

• Home of the Walter J. Hayes State Park  

       and Campground. 
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DEEDED RESTICTIONS Cont. next pg. 
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LCPOA

11281 Hewitt Rd, Brooklyn, MI  49230

517-592-2361    LCPOA@comcast.net

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

26 27 28 29 30 31 27 28 29 30 31

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 1 2

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

23 24 25 26 27 28 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 No Change

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 1 2 3 4 5 6

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30

30 31

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Mon. Jan 6

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 Mon. Jan 6

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Mon. April 7

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Fri. May 2

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Sat. June 14

27 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31 2nd Trash Day Stops On Friday Fri. Sept. 26

Mon. Nov 24

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 1

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Tue. April 1

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Sun. May 18

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 Fishing Tournaments

Annual Garage Sale

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Fireworks Display (Sun. July 6 raindate)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

29 30 28 29 30 31

Website:  Lake Columbia.net     Website:  LRSrecycles.com

2nd Trash Day Begins Every Friday 

Spring Clean-Up

Christmas Tree Pick-up

Recycling Every Other Monday

Yard Waste Service Begins

Monday Trash, Recycling, Yard Waste moved Memorial Day

Trash Schedule
 Trash, Recyling, Yard Waste is on Mondays.                                      

Twice a week Trash is Mon. and Fri. May 2 - September 26.              

Recycling pick-up is every other Monday.                                         

Place cart(s) & yard waste out by 6:00 AM on collection day.   

LRS provides a 96-gallon cart for regular household trash.                     

For large item disposal and ALL service needs, questions, 

missed pick-ups contact LRS. 517-536-4900 ext 13159

(see reverse side for more information on trash service)

February August

March September

New Year's Day

HOLIDAY TRASH SCHEDULE CHANGE

2025 TRASH and EVENTS CALENDAR
January July          Lake Columbia Property

         Owners Association

 

Friday Trash moved to Sat, 7/5

Labor Day Monday Trash, Recycling, Yard Waste moved  

 to Tues, 9/2.  Fri Trash moved to Sat 9/6

July 4th

to Tues, 5/27.  Fri Trash moved to Sat 5/31

April October

Christmas

Thanksgiving No Change

No Change

LCPOA SPECIAL TRASH DATES

May November

Annual Membership & 5yr Special Assess. due

Monthly LCPOA Board Meetings 4th Mon except May & Dec

LCPOA SPECIAL DATES

Annual LCPOA Member Meeting 1 PM @ CCHS

June December Sat. June 7

Sat. July 5

Sun. May 25/Aug 31

LCPOA ACTIVITIES

PLEASE CONTACT LRS FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS ON 

TRASH SERVICE, CARTS, MISSED PICK-UPS, AND BULK ITEM 

PICK-UPS ($25 FEE) contact LRS  517-536-4900 ext 13159 

LRSRECYCLES.COM/LAKE COLUMBIA

Sat. Aug 9Annual Picnic

Yard Waste Service Last Pick-up



ALL TRASH ISSUES INCLUDING:  

MISSED PICK-UPS, CART REQUESTS, 

and BULK ITEM(s)  

MUST BE DIRECTED TO LRS AT: 

517-536-4900 ext 13159  

LRSRECYCLES.COM/LAKECOLUMBIA  

LAKE COLUMBIA TRASH SERVICE  

 
 
 

RECYCLING 
 

LCPOA RECYCLING COLLECTION:  
LRS  uses “single-stream” or “comingled”  
recycling. This means that all recyclables do not 
need to be sorted by you.  Materials are sorted 
at a single-stream sorting facility after  
collection.  Visit LRSrecycles.com for full details. 
 

ACCEPTABLE RECYCLING MATERIALS: 

• Newsprint including glossy magazines, 
phone books, junk mail 

• Tin, aluminum, scrap iron 

• Plastics – HDE #1 and #2 ONLY 

• Cardboard, paper bags, newspaper, office 
paper, paperboard  

       (no wax-coated paperboard) 

• Clean Glass bottles and jars.   
       All colors accepted 
 

LRS DOES NOT ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING  
MATERIALS FOR RECYCLING: 

• Vinyl siding, hangers, toys, shrink-wrap, 
flower trays, plastic fencing, plastic bags,  

       automotive fluid containers 

• Window glass, drinking glasses,  
        sliding glass doors, dishes, light bulbs 

• Metal-non-food containers, gas cans,  
       air conditioners, burn barrels, chairs,  
       garage door openers 

• Wood, styrofoam, garbage 
 

LRS does not accept construction material 
 

 

If you miss the every other Monday     

recycling, you can drop off at LRS: 

7245 Brooklyn Rd. (in Napoleon) 

• Once a week normal household trash pick-up, Jan 1 - April 30 
              Monday - put out by 6:00 AM day of pick-up 

• Twice a week normal household trash pick-up, May 1 - Sept 30 
              Monday & Friday - put out by 6:00 AM day of pick-up 

• Once a week normal household trash pick-up, Oct 1 - Dec 31 
              Monday - put out by 6:00 AM day of pick-up 

• Christmas Tree pick-up Jan 6 
              Monday - put out by 6:00 AM day of pick-up 

• Voluntary Recycling pick-up Jan 6 - Dec 22 
             Every other Monday - put out by 6:00 AM day of pick-up 

• Yard waste pick-up April 7 - Nov 24 
             Monday - put out by 6:00 AM day of pick-up 

• Spring Clean-up June 14 
       Saturday - put items out by 6:00 AM day of pick-up 

• Cart(s) and Yard Waste must be put out the night before and removed off 
roadside the same day as pick-up per By-laws. 

• LRS uses an automatic loading arm that loads your trash and recycling 
items into their trucks.  Only the cart provided will be serviced.  Place cart 
3 ft. from mailbox (if applicable) with handles facing house. 

• Bag all loose trash and contain loose recycling to prevent a mess when the 
arm lifts above the truck to dump.  

• In the case where a holiday occurs, the service days will be shifted one 
day forward the entire week.   

• The supplied 96-gallon trash and recycling carts are owned by LRS and  
should be left at the home when moving.  Please contact the LCPOA office 
if you are moving in or out.  

• The carts will be repaired or replaced by LRS for normal wear and tear at 
no cost.  Cart cleaning is the responsibility of the property owner. 

SPECIAL PICK-UP SERVICES 
CHRISTMAS TREE PICK-UP: Put trees to the curb by 6:00 AM day of pick-up.  
Do not place trees in trash carts. 
YARD WASTE: Must be in yard waste bags or loose in containers clearly  
labeled, “Yard Waste”.  Yard waste will consist of grass, leaves, lake weeds, 
and brush. Brush is accepted and must not be larger than 2” in diameter. 
Brush must be bagged or bundled in lengths less than 3 ft.  All items must be 
placed by 6:00 AM day of pick-up.  All bags and cans set out must be able to 
be safely lifted by one individual.  Please note that when the weather drops 
below freezing, if using a can for compost, the  materials will freeze to the 
bottom of the can.  LRS will not warranty or replace customer owned cans 
placed out for compost services. 
SPRING CLEAN-UP: A curbside clean-up will be one time per year. All items to 
be placed curbside by 6:00 AM on the scheduled collection Saturday.  Loose 
items must be bagged or placed into a cart or can.  Larger items may be set 
out for collection if the items do not weigh more than two people can safely 
lift.  Hazardous wastes, construction materials, tires, compressed gas  
cylinders, and items containing Freon will not be accepted.  
BULK ITEM PICK-UP: Bulk item is an item that is too large to fit into the cart 

during a normal scheduled service day.  Contact LRS to make arrangements 

for Bulk pick up, $25 per item.  Carpet must be tied in 4 ft. rolled sections not 

to exceed 50 lbs. per roll.  Bulk items should not be heavier than what two 

people can safely lift.  Mattress and box springs to be wrapped in plastic. 
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